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Healing Happens... for  
SHARE Atlanta (SA) Families...with  
òOutreach for Healingó  Activities 

In all that SA does, we seek healing and understanding.  For each of us, this will mean different things 

in different time frames. We come to realize that surviving this tragic death is part of our walk. Then, for most 

of us, we want to become the kind of person that our children would want as a parent.  This becomes easier 

when we make our precious babies a special part of who we are. We must find hope and healing.  For many of 

us, we do this by honoring our babyôs memory as we reach out to each other and to others in our community.  

This newsletter shares what some of our members have done to find answers to similar questions and feelings 

that Ana asks in her poem.   
 

ñPlease explain to her why, the who's and the how's, since I am unable to speak.ò  
SA members who have been with us for awhile find some of the ñwhy, the whoôs and the howôsò as they begin 

to share the ñgiftsò that our babies bring.  This is a gradual learning that will bring us some peace and healing.   
-Marcia McGinnis 

For more healing SA stories:  http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/specialgmenu.htm 

Dan and Ana 

Please tell her I'm sorry,                                      
that it's okay to cry,                           

That I can't stay with her anymore,  

There is no good goodbye.                                                     
Please explain to her why,                                        

the who's and the how's,                                 
since I am unable to speak.  

Please send her my hugs,                                            
my kisses and love since                                          
I have been born asleep.        

And Please send her my hugs,                        
my kisses, my love so                                 

I can snuggle her in her sleep.                    

Ana Johnson  

Ana Johnson, a SA mom,  wrote the poem below in memory of 

Gabriel Gordon, April 14ð16, 2010.  It is written ñfromò her baby.  

The words and feelings express how much we miss our babies, and 

how we donôt understand why we have to say ñGood bye.ò 

My mommy got to meet me today,         
and I wanted to meet her too.                          

But that wasn't meant to be for us,       
and she doesn't know what to do.  

She rocked and held me inside her,               
she did everything she could.                  
But I had to leave too early,                       

with no goodbye, and                           
she's crying like no one should.  

She loves me God, so much it hurts.    
Please God why can't I Stay?                          

I want to hug and hold her tight,          
I've worked so hard for that day.                                                                      

Please tell her I love her,                       
that she did her best,                                

Tell her that I'll always miss her               
and I know that I was blessed.  
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You were but a whisper on the wind. 

Your presence so brief. 

You werenôt measured in years or months, just weeks. 

My heart searched for the significance of you. 

 

I looked for answers to questions most donôt ask. 

When did you become? 

I knew when you were no more. 

When did your soul and body meet? 

 

I read you were knitted together in my womb. 

I remember my grandmother knitting lace. 

Delicate threads brought together into one, 

A pattern set from the beginning. 

I thought of your chromosomes joining inside of me, 

A fragile lace of life. 

Your pattern set from the beginning. 

Is this where your soul and body met? 

What is the eternal significance of you? 

 

Your grandparents didnôt know you, 

Nor your uncles or aunts. 

You arenôt counted as a cousin. 

You form no significance in this circle closest to us. 

How can there be significance to you in this life? 

But times moves on. 

It doesnôt wait on my questions or my grief. 

I think of how you would want me to be                              

after your brief presence. 

I know you would want me 

Better, not bitter 

A healer, not wounded 

A comforter, not lost in my grief. 

 

So I try to do the things to become the person                      

you would want me to be. 

The person I want to be so they can know                                    

the significance of you. 

For significance comes not in length of days, 

But in how things have changed because of your presence. 

 

Time moves on, 

Years pass by. 

Your dad and I help create a garden, 

An angel with ñHopeò on its wings, 

A place. 

Formed from your dadôs heart, 

For he wanted to meet the need of parents  

who were now where we used to be. 

He planned for every detail.  

He laid bricks with loving hands, 

The hands that never held you, 

Creating a place to help heal  

the broken heart of others. 

 

And then on a stormy October afternoon, 

Gathered in the Angel Garden, 

In a ceremony of remembrance, 

Answers to my question. 

Spoken on the lips of the mothers and fathers 

Broken by the grief of the loss of their child. 

They speak words of healing, hope, and peace 

That they have found in a place, 

A garden. A garden that was made because of                   

the significance of you. 

In memory of... 

Elijah Thomas, Autumn Bray, Frances Grace, Sarah 

Elizabeth, Samuel Brown and Jeremiah Davis. 

The Significance of You 

Polly Keen 

Joe Keen with his crew..placing our 

angel in SAôs Garden. 

Abby Gipson, SA mom- Karen 

Gipsonôs daughter,  is watching. 

Joe, Polly, and Joseph Keen at the 

angel site during construction. 

2001: Some of the SA members at 

the ground breaking ceremony.. 

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/angelmenu.htm 

For more info..garden and memorial bricks. 
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òOutreach for Healingó  
Angel Garden & Memorial Bricks  

 
Angel Brochure has details of SAôs Gardené 

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/angelbrochure1.11.pdf 



The front and back of SAôs March for Babies shirt!   
Jennifer Greer, originator of our involvement with MODS (since 1998), designed the 

backs of our MODsô shirts.The shirt says it ALLl!!  

  

SAð5 years in a row..Top Downtown Family Team!!  
http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/MODmenu.htm SA & MODS 

ñOnce again, I am walking to 

honor my three daughters -
Grace Marie, who was lost to a 

2nd trimester miscarriage on 

6.14.03, and my precious miracle 

twins, Margaret Rose and Katherine 

Patricia, who were born 6 weeks 

early on 1.13.05 after an extremely 

difficult pregnancy. They have 

grown from tiny preemies to active toddlers who    

challenge and delight us every single day.ò            

Elise Beltrami 2007 

On May 16, 2007, my son Aidan Grey Campbell was born still at 22 weeks and 

2 days. Quite simply, there is nothing worse than losing a child. Of course, along 

with the loss of your child, there is the loss of your dreams and hopes for that 

child.  

 

After May 16th I knew that I would never be able to do all the things I had planned 

to do with Aidan. There would be no trips to the aquarium or to the zoo. I would 

never get to comfort him after he got hurt or kiss him goodnight. Never again 

could I hold him in my arms or tell him ñI love you.ò All the usual ways that 

mothers get to share their love and affection with their child were no longer avail-

able to me. Instead, I had to find other ways to show how much I love my son. 

 

The MODSô March for Babies was one wonderful way for me and my husband to show our friends and family just 

how important Aidan is to us. Our SA team was named ñTeam Aidan Campbellò to honor Aidanôs memory. On 

our MODSô website, we were able to share Aidanôs story. As the donations came pouring in, we found ourselves 

overwhelmed not only by the generosity shown, but also by the thoughtful responses we received. 

 

When we walked with the other twelve members of Team Aidan, it was an uplifting experience seeing all of us in 

our matching t-shirts and knowing that we were all there because of how important Aidan was to us. I know Aidan 

was very proud of us that day. I think he was especially proud of his grandmother who walked the entire 5.2 miles 

even though she suffers permanent damage from a stroke. And perhaps, even more rewarding is the thought that 

the money we raised to honor Aidan may prevent other families from having to suffer the same tremendous loss. 

Thoughts from Some of our Top Walkersé 

Lt. Jennifer with SA 

mom, Christie. 

Yes you can!! Tamera - 2006 Top Fundraiser  
4.13.06 E-mail: ñMarcia, I'm sooo excited! Look so 

far :) $675.00  YEAH!!!! I'm going to keep bugging 

people!!! I've never had the guts to do something like 

this, but because I'm doing it in honor of Kenny and 

helping all the babies..I'd do anything!  

Tammyôs Final Total:   $7,555.00 !!! 

In memory of Kenny ~ Stillborn at 38 weeks 2.13.06 

ó08- SAôs Team Aiden 

SAõs annual 
òWalk to Rememberó          April 30, 2011  

Lt. Cindy Ivey 

 SAôs 
Team C

aptain
 

 

With National Award 

Tammy & Chris 

òOutreach for Healingó  
March for Babies  
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òOutreach for Healingó  
Wrapping our babies in Loveé 

5 Bsð Blankets, Buntings, Booties, Bonnets, and Bracelets.  

SA Blanket Workshop 

Sautee Turnerôs family honor Miquaelôs 

(7.07) anniversary by making blankets. 

More Information and How to Make these Items...:  

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/blanketoflovemenu.htm 

Kelly with her 

mother and           

oldest daughter 

Kellyôs Continued HealingéòIt was very special 

and continued my healing, to do the inservice. 

(1.28.11)  For so long, I have lumped my 2 loses 

together. The main focus has always been Zachary. 

I could come up with the gifts that I got from Zach-

ary, but with Jeremy I just couldn't understand. It 

never made sense for it to happen again. It wasn't 

until today, almost 7 years later, that I realized that 

if I hadn't had the second loss, the blanket project 

would not have happened. To see how far it has 

come and how many lives it has touched just fills 

me up. So- I thank you for giving me the opportu-

nity to receive that gift today!ò  Kelly Mishkoff                                                                                         

PDFs that explain more about this Outreach:                                                                   

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/news08sluke.pdf   SAôs 5Bs Story                                                            

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/5bsbrochure1.11pdf  Blanket Brochure... 

How it all begané 

 In 2007, Kelly and Alan Mishkoff 

expressed how comforting it was to 

hold their sons in tiny blankets that 

the hospital provided.  We agreed, 

and SAôs ñ5Bsò outreach was cre-

ated.  We make these tiny items and 

give them to local hospitals for their 

patients who will suffer a pregnancy 

or newborn loss.  Since then, it has 

been embraced by an incredible 

number of SA families and friends. 
In memory of  

Zachary Gabriel-1.27.04  

Jeremy Gabriel-11.15.04 

 Blankets of Love...   
 

Make a Difference..  
 

One Motherõs Thoughts... 
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Thank you so much for making these sweet blankets for 

our little angels.   

My son, Ernest Luis,  was born still on February 18, 2010 at Ken-

nestone Hospital.  He was 36 weeks.  The blanket and the photo 

are the most cherished belongings I have of him.  He was wearing 

his little white hat and booties, too, when the nurse handed him to me. They 

were made by Betsy Turner. (from St. Lukeôs Presbyterian Church for SHARE 

Atlantaôs 5Bs-Blankets of Love Outreach). 

What SHARE Atlanta does for mothers like me is appreciated immensely.  I will always 

have his blanket to hold on to and remember him.  Thank you,  Melissa M. - SA mom 

The blanket and the photo are the most cherished 

belongings I have of him..Melissa Montes 



òOutreach for Healingó  
Significant Personal  
Art, Videos, Poems  

In 2009, Reece Ritter created this beautiful video 

that brings together visually the ñstoryò of SAôs  An-

gel and Memorial Brick Garden.   

Garden Video-   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-

 Reece shares:  ñIt occurred to me, as I looked at the 

photos from the garden, that bereaved parents are a 

diverse group in so many ways.  Yet, those differences 

dissolve when we gather to discuss our children. What 

we have in common are matters of the heart.  We are 

parents, and we love our children. We want the world 

to know that they existed and were important.ò   
 

In memory of Dorothy Ellen Ritter  

July 10, 1987 

If the bricks could talk, what amazing and timeless 
stories they would surely tell.  

 
 Tales of sorrow, despair, and broken hearts.      

Lives forever changed against their will -  
raw, utter sadness and                                                        

a fragile, unending vulnerability.  
  

But the bricks would also tell the story of healing , 
the story of courage and hope.  

A place beyond this earth, warm and safe;              
a bittersweet peace.  

  
They would tell us to hold ever close                      

our precious dreams,  
 and they would sing the little babies lullabies  

to soothe our mending souls.  
 

  

 

Valerie Scholovich,                         

SHARE Atlanta, 2003  

In memory of  
Megan Elizabeth 1/17/00  

 Kathryn Anne 3/1/01  

Valerie and Pete 

reading at an Angel 

Garden Memorial. 

Reece and Mark 

with their family.  

Alive in me. 
The first time I saw you on the ultrasound 

screen bouncing around,  

I knew you were alive in me. 

 

Every time you kicked and stuck             

your little butt out,  

I knew that you were alive in me. 

 

When your daddy would read to you and 

you moved around excitedly, 

I knew you were alive in me. 

 

There were so many times I couldn't help 

but get excited to have you, 

my little Ethan, alive inside of me. 

 

When you died, I thought you weren't alive 

inside of me anymore. 

I was wrong.  

You are still alive in me.  

 

You are my courage to do what I 

need to do to be happy. 

 

You are my strength to keep going 

even when all I want to do is give up. 

 

You help me find hope again when 

everything feels meaningless. 

 

You are my reminder to enjoy every 

moment in anyway I can. 

 

From your ashes I was reborn. You 

are a part of me. Alive in me.        

You are in my heart, and                            

in everything  I do, 

I carry you with me                              

Always and forever. 

Allysa Wolf 

In loving memory of Ethan 

May 26, 2007 

Allysa with SA mom, Maya.  Maya is holding 

a memory box that Allysa made for her.  

Allysaôs beautiful artwork in memory of 

her son, Ethan:   

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/

allysasartms2007.pdf 

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/

allysaart.htm 

Artwork for 
Healing...  

SAõs Angel & Memorial 
Brick Garden Video  
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Singing sweet songs of love -                        
undeniable love.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-KtNSDrQGU


Heather with one of 

Allysaôs memory boxes for 

her son, Bishop, 8.21.07 

Betty Miller .  

In 2008, Heather Haney embraced SAôs 5 Bs Outreach and took it a step 

further to create an awareness of the Pregnancy and Newborn Loss 

Communityôs issues.  First, she and her family made blankets in memory 

of Bishop.  Then, when she presented them to the hospital that Bishop 

was born in, the local newspaper, Georgian Times, did an article about 

her and the outreach..AND ITS MEANING.  It was entitled:  ñMaternity 

patient finds way to mend a broken heart.ò 

 

Read the article:   http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/heather1.pdf 

Betty Miller has accomplished much in memory of their son, Brian, Jr. (7.21.-8.4.03) 

 

Bettyôs passion for photos and stories brought her to a successful career with Heritage 

Makers.  In the picture, she holds two beautiful and loving books that she has made for 

Brian, Jr. and her son, Joey.  She now helps other parents create their own storybooks.  

 

She has promoted the 5Bs program with her MOPS group and her sorority, Sigma Beta.  

Betty writes SAôs thank you notes and has been a co-facilitator for our Subsequent Preg-

nancy group. 

 

Betty has ñWalked to Rememberò Brian, Jr with her husband, Brian. The piece clearly 

shares a momôs feelings about her precious child as well as a dadôs reflections about his 

baby son, and their young son, Joeyôs reactions.  The piece is an inspiration because Betty describes how healing 

happens as you do things in memory of your baby.   

 

�x�� Walk to Remember interview: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yAodw4iJ9Q  

�x�� SA Poster for the 5Bs with her sorority: http://www.heritagemakers.com/

projectBrowserStandAlone.cfm?projectId=1047406&productId=29&projectSponsor=252540  

òOutreach for Healingó  
Newspaper & TV Recognition  

Heather Makes Blankets and 

Finds Ways to Mend A Broken Heart 

Betty Speaks Out Through  

Heritage Makers, 5 Bôs Outreach & 

ñWalk to Rememberò  Video for Channel 2 

SHARE Atlanta's & The Pregnancy and Newborn Loss Com-

munity's Story with Adrianne Verbanac, Cindy Ivey, Jennifer 

Greer, and Marcia McGinnis. It shares our mission, our goals, our 

stories and mementos. We thank WSB TV and the March of Dimes for 

giving us another Awareness and Advocacy Opportunity. We thank the 

MODS' for making a difference for so many of our members and for other 

families across the USA.  

  The Story - http://www.wsbtv.com/video/22986827/index.html 

Jennifer, Cindy, Marcia, and Adrianne 

Tell SAôs  & March for Babiesô Story 

With People to People 2010 & 11 

The March of Dimes Supports SA é. 
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Overview of SA:   

http://www.shareatlanta.org/legacy/cirhealingsaoverview2011.pdf 


